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3 'DearMs. Secretary:

.o + 7he Gathelic Diocese of St; Petersburg submits the followmgtmfermal comments in the above
e - réforé nced Notlce of PropogedRulemaking,. ré‘leasedE)Séptember 23, 2002.
+We ate concerned-absut the*erosion of local news and-public affairs programming cause | by the
N . Federal Cémmumcatlons Oommlssmn s.and:Congress’ weakening of broadcast ownership limits,
R . anidthe FEC’s elimination \of broadcast rules. thiat formerly permitted the FCC and the community
o - oL mom’co bn@adeggtt‘eirsrto gxgune fhat breadeasters, ﬂswqrv,g,guhelr gommunity. of license with
: . pﬁogramsﬂ_x‘;eequbqqn‘lmumw nged,g m%e crests. eoremlcg]l détegulation shpuld hav? worked
. ,,however all,o ,q;gmom ];gveb@,en sqg;:ezed.ou; by la,ggqqo@onatlons whq contt;ol the news
thabzreac eS our commumty T our ares the Iarge corporatlens are Cléar Chaniel and Cox.

. ocega urgesithe FCC to refrain ,ﬁ'om malglpLg gl,langes m thg, cugrent ryles yhich (a) prohibit

RIS :i:res wnershlpfof broadcast stations and: newspape;s in the same community, (b) limit the

o ) ber oﬁelewsmn and radio stations a single: entlty mayown in a single community, (c) set a

N3 &mershlp cap: forﬁfelews;on station-atran-already: ovgrly gengrous 35% of households,

I jprohﬁﬁ{cg?ﬁﬁan ownersh;p of: i%'lajergfel is ﬂ.hne’tiv‘@or‘ks @Hble television already is

*fdogﬁjl,ga,éd yithéisame-corit ames'that d’olﬁﬁ“étefcelev;lsronkandwsatelhte systems and the -
programmmg;ro’ﬂ fhese;systg s, aind ﬂlOSe same: compamestare meving into providing Internet

. access. Neitherreablenor the Internet (whether oﬂ‘eredwthroughYcable or telephone compames)

offer™ fneaiilhg "alternatives to the.already Scaree. Sil’pply of truly local news atnd local public”

affajrs @rogm‘ﬁis eﬁ over. th:é air oni televftSwmand tadio, . |

Respectfully submjifted,,
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